Fall Newsletter…Focus On:
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 What’s Stressing You Out? 

As we all know, life is full of a variety of stressors. What you may not realize, or think about very often, is what can stress out your tree(s). Since trees have yet to find a way to communicate with us verbally, usually the first we know that something might be wrong is by visual symptoms. And not unlike us humans, often times the symptoms show up weeks, months or years after an initial stress has occurred or a decline process has begun.
Sometimes visible symptoms make it easy to figure our what’s stressing out your tree…you see browned, laced out leaves dropping in July and metallic green beetles flying around and you might think it’s Japanese beetles (and you’re probably right)! Unfortunately, most diagnosis is not that simple. Our training and experience help us know the more common causes of problems (diseases, insects and abiotic conditions associated with specific tree species). Some examples include:
· Canopy thinning and decline on a 100 year old oak 2 years after you move into your newly built home…likely root disturbance, compaction, lack of oxygen, drainage or grade changes.

· Blotchy, yellow and black leaves falling from your crabapple…likely apple scab, a fungal leaf disease which is not curable, but can be controlled by spring treatments. In years with heavy spring rain like we had this year, even many resistant and treated trees struggled.

· “Flagging”-leaves turning yellow and wilting on the branches of an American Elm…likely Dutch Elm Disease, a deadly fungal disease that shuts down the vascular system.

· White “puffs” along the branches of your magnolia with leaves turning black and dripping sap…likely magnolia scale, an insect that is quite difficult to get under control due to their protective shell.
· Pale green or yellow leaves on your river birch or red maple…a condition known as Chlorosis. This is actually a serious decline process and treatment needs to be initiated as early as possible to try and reverse the decline.

· Long vertical split down the entire trunk with bark blown off either side…likely lightening strike.

These are just a few examples of some of the more “obvious” causes and symptoms of stressors of your trees. Even when we know what’s causing a problem, it is difficult to determine how a tree will respond to treatment. We make the best recommendations we can, based on our education, experience and knowledge of trees. 

Often times we encounter trees in decline but the cause may not be black and white. Symptoms such as : 

· Premature (small) leaf size

· Early leaf drop or early fall color
· Thinning canopy, die back

· Stem/branch cankers

May be caused by things going on underground or within the tree’s vascular system…

· Root decline can be caused by a number of stressors such as drought, over watering, trenching, digging, weed killers

· Changes to the tree’s environment such as our temperature extremes, irrigation or drainage

· Borers living in the active portion of the tree clogging up the vascular system

· Underground root girdling blocking the tree’s ability to uptake water and nutrients

We do know that if the base health of your tree is optimal, it will be much more efficient at overcoming the stresses in life. Being planted properly is first (and usually something you cannot change once it’s done). Proper watering, mulching and once annual professional root feeding are the next most important factors for the base health of your trees. The material we use for our root feeding is not just the macro & micro nutrients, but also includes organic material, pH reducer and material necessary to maintain a healthy root system. The canopy health of your trees is a direct result of the health of it’s root and vascular systems.

Our purpose is to provide you with the best possible recommendations for the best health of your trees. We do rely on you to notify us if questions or concerns arise, as you get to see your trees daily and we don’t. Be sure to have us root feed them once annually (either in the spring or fall).

Have a lovely fall!
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